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the contacts of Japanese with the American and British Embassies
are likely to bring trouble from the police, and partly because most
of our Japanese friends appear to have given up all hope of improv-
ing relations with the United States. (We know that several of our
erstwhile Japanese friends, including women, are on a black list
and are being most carefully watched, and close friends who used
to see us constantly now are afraid to be seen with Americans at all,
One Japanese friend who got a little tight recently told me the whole
sad story.) The privately and forcibly expressed opinions of Japanese
business men, whose interests have been wrecked by the new orienta-
tion away from the United States and Great Britain, to which their
interests were geared and who deplore the " new structure " and
especially the alliance with the Axis, must now be taken as a fair
criterion of public opinion as a whole.
Nevertheless, in the case of a large element of public opinion,
including, we believe, the Navy and even certain circles in the Army
and the Government, there is a marked absence of enthusiasm over
the pact. We know that the Prime Minister was dead against the
alliance and was simply defeated before the Emperor by the forceful
aggressiveness of the War and Foreign Ministers, although the
Emperor himself was far from happy about it. There has been
no demonstration in the way of lantern parades, flag processions, the
decoration of the city, and so forth, which, in the case of the .Anti-
Comintern Pact in 1937 indicated at least some degree of spontaneous
enthusiasm. Indeed the Hochi naively wrote : " Something must be
done to set the people's blood to boiling. The Tripartite Pact is a
stirring march for Japan, not an elegy ! " And the fact that the
Emperor thought it necessary to issue an Imperial Rescript, for the
first time since Japan withdrew from the League of Nations in 1934,
was significant. That, of course, promptly killed all open expressions
of opposition.
As for repetition in the Japanese'press of American comment,
the papers have very carefully avoided publishing any of the strong
editorials from the foremost American papers and have emphasized,
often in bold type, the published conciliatory utterances of such men
as Hamilton Fish, Roy Howard, Arthur Krock, Cornelius Whitney,
ahd others, while certain passages of a conciliatory tone in Sumner
Welles* speech in Cleveland were taken out of their context, The
alleged desire of America for " appeasement" was writ large in the
Japanese press, and that is precisely the impression conveyed to the
Japanese public.
With regard to future Japanese tactics, we must guard against the
flood of suppositions and opinions based on pure speculation that
come to us, and we must wait and watch developments. The widely
mooted conclusion of a non-aggression pact with Soviet Russia
would, of course, greatly affect the situation. I look with a degree of
anxiety on the forthcoming German military mission to Japan,
under the terms of the pact, because quite apart from technical

